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	Newsletter from Home-Start WeyWater   February 2012

	Issue no. 32


Dear Everyone

Hope you are all keeping well and now over the Christmas festivities.  The office has been extremely busy meeting new families, volunteers as well as current families and volunteers.  

We had hoped to match all families during January who were waiting and we aren’t doing too badly although it has been difficult to contact some families and if you are one of them and we haven’t spoken to you before receipt of the newsletter we would be grateful if you could give the office a call – we will call you straight back if necessary.  Anne and Jo have settled into our ‘little’ office very well and enjoying things, so far!
We started a new preparation course on 1st February 2012 but as you all know, we are always on the lookout for more potential volunteers.  At this time we are especially looking for some Trustees to join our dynamic board who oversee the scheme and do an awful lot of work behind the scenes, so if you know anyone who would like a challenge then please ask them to contact the office.

We have recently started a Friends of Home-Start Group who will look at raising the profile of H-S WeyWater in the Alton, Bordon and Liphook area and aim to put the ‘fun’ into 
fundraising.   The group is currently small but has big brilliant achievable ideas and they are looking for more supporters.  If you feel you would like to support this group call Emma in the office for more information.
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Paul our marathon runner is doing really well and if you can sponsor him that would be really appreciated; we also hope you find his ‘blogs’ interesting and as funny as we do.  There are a couple of ways to sponsor Paul and we will forward these details to you when finalized but in the meantime please contact Anne or Emma in the office who will give you more information on this.
We have a lot of activities coming up over the next few months and we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at each one, so look out for details in forthcoming newsletters.

If you have any queries or difficulties please call the office and we will always assist in any way we can.

Happy Valentines! And very best wishes to you all, Ang, Diana, Anne, Jo, Sally & Emma
Alton Winter Beer Festival 2012 – Fri & Sat 17/18th February 2012 at Alton College
Tickets are now on sale for this annual event.  They can be bought online at www.altonbeerfestival.co.uk or at the Queens Head or Railway Arms.  Cost of the ticket is £7. Enjoy over 50 real ales, all £2 a pint, ciders , local wine, live music and good food.  Entrance is by ticket only and you must bring your own glass – none will be provided.
Easyfundraising.org.uk
We have just been informed that we will be receiving a cheque for £81.87 which is a total of all the funds raised by our supporters from the last quarter.  Thank you so much to all of you who have remembered to use us when online shopping.
Home-Start UK (HSUK)
Families & Volunteers – does your home need a makeover?  HSUK have been contacted by the production team from Channel 4’s ‘The Renovation Game’ asking for applicants for the forthcoming series.  They will bring in a team of experts with a budget of £3000 and help to increase the value of your property by £15,000!  Whether you have started a building project and run out of funds or just simply haven’t had the time or money to start, they would love to hear from you.  The only criteria for the applicants are that they must live in the UK and own their own home.  If you would like more information on this, please contact Jo McLeish at Home-Start UK – 0116 2587933 or jmcleish@home-start.org.uk.
HSUK ‘Kisses for Kids’ appeal

HSUK’s latest fundraising appeal has launched on Ebay!  They have got together with Smallprint jewellery and are auctioning a range of celebrity kiss pendants.  Some celebrity’s involved are Holly Willoughby, Patsy Kensit, and from Eastenders, Charlie Brooks, John Partridge and Preeya Kalidas.  Bidding is now open on Ebay and all funds raised will go to HSUK.

Marathon Man – February Blog…

Paul Williams has very kindly volunteered to run the London Marathon in April 2012 to raise money for Home-Start WeyWater, he will be sending us his training blog each month.  We have started to collect sponsorship for this amazing fundraiser.  If you would like to sponsor Paul please contact the office.

“Hi all, The miles are beginning to tot up, including today 31 Jan, for this month just over 106 miles overall.  This month I’ve focused on finding different places to run, if you go to the same place people will start setting their watch by you!  The weather so far hasn’t been too bad apart from a couple of heavy downpours, not great  if you happen to be running along the Way Navigation where it’s so slippy in places you could just slip off the bank straight  into the water for a refreshing drink..Not!  In fact you would be better off with ice skates.  Running along the canal is great because its quiet and not much chance of anyone running pass you. which also means no taxis or buses to get you home, only barges so best plod on…beautiful houses line the bank from Byfleet to Guildford and  I’ve found the house for when I win the lottery, although will probably need  to win it twice!  Another great place to run is Virginia Lakes - absolutely fabulous.  Like the program it’s a four mile circuit so it will be great for 12 mile runs. Have now started to dream about the Marathon (!) in my last dream there were just a handful of people in front of me and I was catching them,  first place beckoned  and then I woke up…that same day I was running at Frimley Park, I had the wrong start time so when I turn up ready to warm up I hear the starting gun go off, with no time to spare I throw my top on the floor, fall out my tracksuit bottoms and quickly chase after those that had the correct start time.  The same handful of runners in my dream….spooky! One of the great things about running is that it allows you to have the odd sweet just to boost your energy  levels…seem to of taken a liking to a large bag of jelly babies or two,  it’s like reliving your childhood (cakes are good too!) 

I was recently fitted with a new pair of running shoes, after being filmed on a running machine, the assistant, who seemed very knowledgeable said I needed a pair 2 sizes bigger than my actual size, so am now wearing size 12’s, they look like I’ve got oil tankers for feet!  Apparently, after running 26 miles my feet will swell.  That much!? I just hope it goes back to a modest size 10 or after April 22 I’m out shoe shopping.
Next month’s plan:  longer runs as part of the preparation…local shops, stock up on the Jelly Babies!”[image: image1.png]
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